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SUMMARY: A collection of poems about 26 naughty children,
one for each letter of the alphabet, from A to Z.

THEMES: Poetry, children®sehavior, humor, alphabet books

BEFORE READING

1. Read thetitle of thebookand lookaat its cover. What do you think thebookis
about? Do youthink it@ a seriousbook? Do you think it might befunny?

Look at thetitle page then read the Mear ReaderOpoem opposte the dedication page.
Does this give you any more thoughs aboutwha the bookis about?

2. Read thefirst poem, Angry Abby. Wha do you notice aboutthe poem? Wha are
some of the CAOwordsused? Asyouread each poem, listen for thealphabet letter
featured in thepoem. How does therepeated use of theletter make the poem sound?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Wha are some of the naughty behaviors described in thebook? Arethey
behaviors you see often, or are they unammmon? In your opinion,who is the naughiest
child in thebook? Can you think of some bad behaviors that weren®mentioned that
might make goodadditionsto the book?Which poem do youthink is thefunniest?
Which isyour favorite? Why?
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2. Wha hgppensto Buger in Blustering Buster? And to Coco in Catastrophic
Coco? In both poans, there@ a consequence for the character@ bad behavior. How do
we know? In Buger, we®e told what hgppens and in Coco, the consequence isimplied.
Mog of the poems have a consequence, butnotall of them. Which ones don@ (For
example, Doodling Daphne and Fiendish Frankie.) Can youthink of some possible
consequences of your own for the children in these poans?

3. Althoughthe poems are meant to be humorous bad behavior isn®aways funny.
Can you think of atime when you saw someonebeng mean, rudeor otherwise
unpleasant? Or atime when you didn®act your best, or did something you knew you
weren®suppogd to do? How did those situaionsmake you feel?

4, Wha are some of the different settingsfeatured in the poams (for example, a
supeamarket, awedding reception, summer camp)? Can you think of some additiond
settingstha would make for funny poans? Wha sorts of thingsmight hgppen there?

5. Look carefully at theillugrations Wha do you notice? Nancy Carpenter creates
mixed media collages by combining illugrationswith phobgraphs Seeif you can
identify which parts of theillugrationsare drawn, and which are photographs

6. LindaAshman was ingired to write this book after seeing how much her young
son enjoyed stories and poems aboutchildren who gotinto mischief. Asaclass, read
some picture booksabout mischievouscharacters (see some examples bdow). Wha
makes these booksfunnyand/or appealing? Do you have some favorites of your own?

A Few More Books with Naughty Children

Benny® Had Enoudh!, by Barbro Lindgren, illustr ated by Olof Landstrom

Contrary Bear, by Phyllis Root, illustrated by Laura Cornell

Curious Geor ge books, by H.A. and Margret Rey

Desmond & The Naughtybugs, by Linda Ashman, illustrated by Anik McGrory

Naughty Nancy (and others in this wordless series), by bhn S Gooddl

No, David! (and other David books), by David Shannon

17 Things I Not Allowed to Do Anymore, by Enny Offill, illustr ated by Nancy Carpenter
W hen Sophie Gets AngryN Really, Realy Angry . . . by Molly Bang
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POETRY ToOOLS

Poems come in all sorts of formsN long, shott, structured, free form, rhyming or not
Some follow strict format rules, while othersfollow norules at all. Whaever theformat,
poems take thingswe observe and feel and expressthem inanew way. As pods, we
have many tools we can use to make our poans lively and fresh. Hereare jus afew
thingsto keep in mind when you@e writing poems:

1. Word choice. Some wordsare jug more interesting than others. Y ou could say
someoneis eating, for example, or you could say he is gulping, guzzling, gobbing or
gorging (asin Gluttonous Griffin). As another example, you could use the word (hitOor
you could say @lobbeO(Catastrophic Coco) or QuallopQ(Wild Will). Which tells you
more? Other words, like Qloodle, OQvaddle, OCFifiOand QuibbleQjugt soundfunny.

Asaclass, create aboad of favorite Qrodic wordsN wordsthat are descriptive, or silly,
or otherwise apped to you.

2. Alliteration. When thefirst connant isrepeated in a succession of words it called
aliteration. All of theconsonant poemsin this book are examples of alliteration. Often,
the effect isfunnyor funto say, asin many familiar tonguetwisters (for example, GPeter
Piper picked apeck of pickled peppas)). Read Doodling Daphne and Fiendish Frankie
aloud. Arethere any tonguetwisting phrases?

Sometimes, thealliterationisinternd, meaning within the word rather than at the
beginning. Can you find examplesin Experimenting Xavier and Zany Zelda?

3. Assonance. Assonance refersto therepditionof certain vowel sounds For example,
in Catastrophic Coco, there® cracked and smacked, crumbled and crushed, and
counselor and cow. Can you find more examples of assonance in, for example, Impolite
Irma and Untidy Ursula?

4. Simile. Sometimes, for emphasis, we say a person or thingis like something el se.
This sort of comparison, in which we compare things usng the words QikeOor Gs,Ois
called asimile (as oppo®d to ametaphor, in which we say aperson or thing S
something else). Can youfindthesimilein Blustering Buster, Terrible Twins and Zany
Zelda? 1f youwrote apoem aboutyourself, wha smiles might you come up with? Wha
if youwrote oneaboutyour parent, teacher or best friend?

5. Repetition: Sometimes we repeat wordsin poanms for emphasis and/or rhythm. In
Angry Abby, which word is repeated? How aboutDoodling Daphne and Kicking Ken?
Wha isthe effect of therepetition?
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6. Rhyme: Poems don®have to rhyme, butall of the poensin this bookdo. The
paternsof rhyme are different, though For example, look at Hiding Hal. \Which words
rhyme? Compare therhyme pattern of this poam to Offensive Oscar and Vile Vern. What
do you notice?

Sometimes, poems have internal rhymes, meaning therhyming wordsare within aline
rathe than at theend of it. Can youfindtheinternal rhyme inthefirst Dear Reader
poem? (Answer: indined/kind) There are additiond internd rhymesin thelast Dear
Reader poam, andin Fiendish Frankie, Hiding Hal, and Untidy Ursula. Canyoufind
them?

7. Rhythm: Thetrickiest patt of writingin rhymeis getting therhythmright 1t& nota

matter of couning syllables, butrequires carefully listening to beat paterns Every word
with more than onesyllable has its own best; string wordstogeher and you create akind
of music. By listeningto and reading lots of poams aloud, you@ develop a sense of what
soundsgoodto your ear and what doesn®

Asaclass, say thefollowing names aloudand listen for the rhythmin each:

Pen-EL -0-PE
UR-su-la
Le-NORE

What if you changed Pendopeto Patrice in the poem Picky Penelope? How doesthe
poem soundnow? Pronoun@ your own nhame. Do you hear therhythm in it?

Read Terrible Twins. Listen for therhythmin thewords Qomatoes,OQerrorizeOand
Qurpentine O Replace QomatoesOwith Qruit, OQerrorizeOwith Qease,Oand QrashOwith
Qlamage O Read the stanza again. How does it sound?

Read Offensive Oscar. Wha@ different abouttherhythm? Which syllablesare
stressed? In the second stanza, replace rowsOwith OncreasesOand rderedOwith
el told.O What hgppensto therhythm?

A few excellent resources for writing poetry:
Immersed in Verse, by Allan Wolf
Poem-Making, by Myra CohnLivinggon
Awakening the Heart, by Georgia Heard.
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ACTIVITIES

1. Create an Alphabet Book. Asaclass, make yourown A to Z alphebet book
First, choos atheme. It could be anythingN for example, people, vegetables, bugs or
imaginary creatures. Then randomy assign letters to students or groupsof students.
Braingdorm wordsfor theassigned letter, and write a poem, a paragraph, or a sentence
related to thetheme. Some letters, like X and Z, have fewer wordsbeginning with that
letter, so it® okay to use wordstha have theletter in the middle (like eXplodeand
tiZZy). Createilludrationsto go with thetext.

2. WriteaList Poem. Gluttonous Griffin and Untidy Ursula are Qist poemsON
they indudealist or inventory of thingsrelated to a particular topic, in this case, an
enomousmeal and amessy room Write your own list poam (it doesn®have to rhyme)
aboutameal (maybea school lunch?) or aplaceN perhapsyour classroom, or your own
messy roomor closet.

3. Writewith Action! Terrible Twins isalist poem aso, with thefirst two stanzas
ugng lots of verbsN action wordsN to describethetwingQections Pick aletter and jot
down as many verbsas you can think of that begin with tha letter. Seeif you can use
some of these verbsto write an action-packed aphabet list poem.

4, Rhyme Time. Choos aperson@nametha has many potential rhymes (some
examplesindudeDean, Louise, Clair, Jane, Joe, Jack, Drew). Asaclass, braingorm a
list of wordstha rhyme with it. Let thelist itself ingire poan ideas. Asagroupor
individudly, come up with a stanza aboutthe person. Thiswould bea goodoppotunity
to try writing limericks (e.g., There onee was a girl named Louise. . .).

5. Sharing Funny Stories. Write aboutsomething funnytha happened to you, or
tha you witnessed or heard about It could be about someonebeng naughty (maybe
your dog did something she wasn® suppogd to do?), butit doesn®have to be Describe
the setting, the people (or pes), and wha happened.

6. Setting the stage Some of thepoemsin thebookare set at home, and others are
set in different placesN summer camp, supemarket, department store, roller rink, a
wedding. Close your eyes, and think of a place you go to often (other than your home or
classroom). Jot down everything you can think of related to tha place and write a
description. You mightplay a game by reading the descriptionsaloud and having the
other students guess wha sort of placeit is.

7. Make a Mixed Media Collage Create your own artwork by usng some
combinaion of drawing, panting, and other mediaN phots magazine pictures, fabric
and/or 3-dimensond obijects like beads buttonsand leaves.

8. Perform! Have thechildren choo afavorite poan (or assign them oné to

recite or read thegtrically. For amore ambitiousprodudion, add propsand have other
children act outthe poems while someonereadsor recites them.
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VOCABULARY

Alligaor
Bluger
Carp
Catastrophic
Counslor
Decorate
Doodle
Eavesdrop
Exotic
Explicit
Exploson
Extract
Fiendish
Gluttonous
Gorgonadla
Hapless
Incite
Irksome
Kiwi
Laundly
Lounge
Lout
Macaroon
Mozzarella
Mundane
Noodge
Obvious
Offendve
Passel
Prodaim
Pungent
Quard
Quibble
Repulsive
Ridicule
Trample
Wallop
Warble

Y ammer
Zither
Zucchini
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M IS FOR MISCHIEF
WORD SEARCH

NHKCIJYNHTEFO QK
GRANOLAOEMUD
RNPYLTMTIRSAS
LOZANYHSYPRW
NATTHCMOIZ KDROG
LAXASMULCOQEHK
KTUIGZEKEPTIHTLR
PAMGUTIYXUPIKTIS
UNYLHITLIEDTLA AP
GNEAQTHTLRCVL
FLJJKZYJAVLS
ETKGNIDDEWTT
ALLIGATOR NAUGHTY
EXPLOSION PICKY
GRANOLA QUARREL
KAYAK UKULELE
LAZY WEDDING

MISCHIEF ZANY

M is for Mischief Teaching |deas, page 7 of 7 Source: www.lindaashman.com




