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Teach ing Ideas for  

M is for Mischief 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
BEFORE READING 
 
1. Read the title of the book and look at its cover.  What do you think the book is 
about?  Do you think itÕs a serious book?  Do you think it might be funny? 
 
Look at the title page, then read the ÒDear ReaderÓ poem opposite the dedication page.  
Does this give you any more thoughts about what the book is about? 
 
2. Read the first poem, Angry Abby. What do you notice about the poem?  What are 
some of the ÒAÓ words used?   As you read each poem, listen for the alphabet letter 
featured in the poem.  How does the repeated use of the letter make the poem sound? 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. What are some of the naughty behaviors described in the book?   Are they 
behaviors you see often, or are they uncommon?  In your opinion, who is the naughtiest 
child in the book?  Can you think of some bad behaviors that werenÕt mentioned that 
might make good additions to the book? Which poem do you think is the funniest?  
Which is your favorite?  Why? 
 

SUMMARY:  A collection of poems about 26 naughty children,  
one for each letter of the alphabet, from A to Z.   
 
THEMES:  Poetry, childrenÕs behavior, humor, alphabet books  
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2. What happens to Buster in Blustering Buster?  And to Coco in Catastrophic 
Coco?  In both poems, thereÕs a consequence for the characterÕs bad behavior.  How do 
we know?  In Buster, weÕre told what happens, and in Coco, the consequence is implied.  
Most of the poems have a consequence, but not all of them.  Which ones donÕt?  (For 
example, Doodling Daphne and Fiendish Frankie.)   Can you think of some possible 
consequences of your own for the children in these poems? 
 
 
3. Although the poems are meant to be humorous, bad behavior isnÕt always funny.  
Can you think of a time when you saw someone being mean, rude or otherwise 
unpleasant?  Or a time when you didnÕt act your best, or did something you knew you 
werenÕt supposed to do?  How did those situations make you feel? 
 
 
4. What are some of the different settings featured in the poems (for example, a 
supermarket, a wedding reception, summer camp)?  Can you think of some additional 
settings that would make for funny poems?  What sorts of things might happen there?   
 
 
5. Look carefully at the illustrations.  What do you notice?  Nancy Carpenter creates 
mixed media collages by combining illustrations with photographs. See if you can 
identify which parts of the illustrations are drawn, and which are photographs.  
 
 
6. Linda Ashman was inspired to write this book after seeing how much her young 
son enjoyed stories and poems about children who got into mischief.  As a class, read 
some picture books about mischievous characters (see some examples below).  What 
makes these books funny and/or appealing?  Do you have some favorites of your own? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A  Few M or e Book s w it h  N aught y Childr en 
 

BennyÕs Had Enough!, by Barbro Lindgren, illustr ated by Olof Landstr om 
Contr ary Bear, by Phyllis Root, illustrated by Laura Cornell 
Curious George books, by H.A. and Margret Rey 
Desmond & The Naughtybugs, by Linda Ashman, illustrated by Anik McGrory 
Naughty Nancy (and others in this wordless series), by John S. Goodall 
No, David! (and other David books), by David Shannon 
17 Things IÕm Not Allowed to Do Anymore, by Jenny Offill, illustrated by Nancy Carpenter 
When Sophie Gets AngryÑ Really, Really Angry . . . by Molly Bang 
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POETRY TOOLS  
 
Poems come in all sorts of formsÑ long, short, structured, free form, rhyming or not.  
Some follow strict format rules, while others follow no rules at all.  Whatever the format, 
poems take things we observe and feel and express them in a new way.  As poets, we 
have many tools we can use to make our poems lively and fresh.  Here are just a few 
things to keep in mind when youÕre writing poems: 
 
1.  Word choice.  Some words are just more interesting than others.  You could say 
someone is eating, for example, or you could say he is gulping, guzzling, gobbling or 
gorging (as in Gluttonous Griffin).    As another example, you could use the word ÒhitÓ or 
you could say ÒclobberÓ (Catastrophic Coco) or ÒwallopÓ (Wild Will).  Which tells you 
more?  Other words, like Òdoodle,Ó Òwaddle,Ó ÒFifiÓ and ÒquibbleÓ just sound funny.   
 
As a class, create a board of favorite Òpoetic wordsÓÑ words that are descriptive, or silly, 
or otherwise appeal to you. 
 
 
2.  Alliteration.  When the first consonant is repeated in a succession of words, itÕs called 
alliteration.   All of the consonant poems in this book are examples of alliteration.  Often, 
the effect is funny or fun to say, as in many familiar tongue-twisters (for example, ÒPeter 
Piper picked a peck of pickled peppersÓ).  Read Doodling Daphne and Fiendish Frankie 
aloud.  Are there any tongue-twisting phrases?   
 
Sometimes, the alliteration is internal, meaning within the word rather than at the 
beginning.  Can you find examples in Experimenting Xavier and Zany Zelda? 
 
 
3.  Assonance.  Assonance refers to the repetition of certain vowel sounds.   For example, 
in Catastrophic Coco, thereÕs cracked and smacked, crumbled and crushed, and 
counselor and cow.  Can you find more examples of assonance in, for example, Impolite 
Irma and Untidy Ursula? 
 
 
4.  Simile.  Sometimes, for emphasis, we say a person or thing is like something else.  
This sort of comparison, in which we compare things using the words ÒlikeÓ or Òas,Ó is 
called a simile (as opposed to a metaphor, in which we say a person or thing IS 
something else).   Can you find the simile in Blustering Buster, Terrible Twins and Zany 
Zelda?  If you wrote a poem about yourself, what similes might you come up with?  What 
if you wrote one about your parent, teacher or best friend?   
 
 
5.  Repetition:  Sometimes we repeat words in poems for emphasis and/or rhythm.  In 
Angry Abby, which word is repeated?  How about Doodling Daphne and Kicking Ken?  
What is the effect of the repetition?  
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6.  Rhyme:  Poems donÕt have to rhyme, but all of the poems in this book do.  The 
patterns of rhyme are different, though.  For example, look at Hiding Hal.  Which words 
rhyme?  Compare the rhyme pattern of this poem to Offensive Oscar and Vile Vern. What 
do you notice? 
 
Sometimes, poems have internal rhymes, meaning the rhyming words are within a line 
rather than at the end of it.  Can you find the internal rhyme in the first Dear Reader 
poem? (Answer:  inclined/kind.)  There are additional internal rhymes in the last Dear 
Reader poem, and in Fiendish Frankie, Hiding Hal, and Untidy Ursula.  Can you find 
them?  
 
 
7.  Rhythm:  The trickiest part of writing in rhyme is getting the rhythm right.  ItÕs not a 
matter of counting syllables, but requires carefully listening to beat patterns.  Every word 
with more than one syllable has its own beat; string words together and you create a kind 
of music.  By listening to and reading lots of poems aloud, youÕll develop a sense of what 
sounds good to your ear and what doesnÕt.    
 
As a class, say the following names aloud and listen for the rhythm in each:  
 

Pen-EL-o-PE 
UR-su-la 

Le-NORE 
 

What if you changed Penelope to Patrice in the poem Picky Penelope?  How does the 
poem sound now? Pronounce your own name.  Do you hear the rhythm in it? 
 
Read Terrible Twins.  Listen for the rhythm in the words Òtomatoes,Ó ÒterrorizeÓ and 
Òturpentine.Ó  Replace ÒtomatoesÓ with Òfruit,Ó ÒterrorizeÓ with Òtease,Ó and ÒtrashÓ with 
Òdamage.Ó  Read the stanza again.  How does it sound?  
 
Read Offensive Oscar.  WhatÕs different about the rhythm?   Which syllables are 
stressed?   In the second stanza, replace ÒgrowsÓ with ÒincreasesÓ and ÒorderedÓ with 
ÒheÕs told.Ó  What happens to the rhythm? 
 
 
A few excellent resources for writing poetry:   
Immersed in Verse, by Allan Wolf 
Poem-Making, by Myra Cohn Livingston  
Awakening the Heart, by Georgia Heard. 
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ACTIVITIES 
1. Create an Alphabet Book.  As a class, make your own A to Z alphabet book.  
First, choose a theme.  It could be anythingÑ for example, people, vegetables, bugs, or 
imaginary creatures.  Then randomly assign letters to students or groups of students.  
Brainstorm words for the assigned letter, and write a poem, a paragraph, or a sentence 
related to the theme.   Some letters, like X and Z, have fewer words beginning with that 
letter, so itÕs okay to use words that have the letter in the middle (like eXplode and 
tiZZy).  Create illustrations to go with the text. 
 
2. Wr ite a L ist Poem.  Gluttonous Griffin and Untidy Ursula are Òlist poemsÓÑ
they include a list or inventory of things related to a particular topic, in this case, an 
enormous meal and a messy room.  Write your own list poem (it doesnÕt have to rhyme) 
about a meal (maybe a school lunch?) or a placeÑ perhaps your classroom, or your own 
messy room or closet.   
 
3. Wr ite with Action!  Terrible Twins is a list poem also, with the first two stanzas 
using lots of verbsÑ action wordsÑ to describe the twinsÕ actions.  Pick a letter and jot 
down as many verbs as you can think of that begin with that letter.  See if you can use 
some of these verbs to write an action-packed alphabet list poem.   
 
4.   Rhyme Time.  Choose a personÕs name that has many potential rhymes (some 
examples include Dean, Louise, Clair, Jane, Joe, Jack, Drew).  As a class, brainstorm a 
list of words that rhyme with it.  Let the list itself inspire poem ideas.  As a group or 
individually, come up with a stanza about the person.  This would be a good opportunity 
to try writing limericks (e.g., There once was a girl named Louise . . .). 
 
5. Sharing Funny Stories.  Write about something funny that happened to you, or 
that you witnessed or heard about.  It could be about someone being naughty (maybe 
your dog did something she wasnÕt supposed to do?), but it doesnÕt have to be.  Describe 
the setting, the people (or pets), and what happened.  
 
6. Setting the stage.  Some of the poems in the book are set at home, and others are 
set in different placesÑ summer camp, supermarket, department store, roller rink, a 
wedding.  Close your eyes, and think of a place you go to often (other than your home or 
classroom).  Jot down everything you can think of related to that place and write a 
description.  You might play a game by reading the descriptions aloud and having the 
other students guess what sort of place it is.  
 
7. Make a Mixed Media Collage.  Create your own artwork by using some 
combination of drawing, painting, and other mediaÑ photos, magazine pictures, fabric 
and/or 3-dimensional objects like beads, buttons and leaves.  
 
8. Per form!  Have the children choose a favorite poem (or assign them one) to 
recite or read theatrically.  For a more ambitious production, add props and have other 
children act out the poems while someone reads or recites them. 
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VOCABULARY 
 
Alligator 
Bluster 
Carp 
Catastrophic 
Counselor 
Decorate 
Doodle 
Eavesdrop 
Exotic 
Explicit 
Explosion 
Extract 
Fiendish 
Gluttonous 
Gorgonzola 
Hapless 
Incite 
Irksome 
Kiwi 
Laundry 
Lounge 
Lout 
Macaroon 
Mozzarella 
Mundane 
Noodge 
Obvious 
Offensive 
Passel 
Proclaim 
Pungent 
Quarrel 
Quibble 
Repulsive 
Ridicule 
Trample 
Wallop 
Warble 
Yammer 
Zither 
Zucchini 
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M IS FOR MISCHIEF 
WORD SEARCH 

 
N H K C I J Y N H F Q K 
G R A N O L A O E M U D 
R N P Y L T M I R S A S 
L O Z A N Y H S Y P R W 
N A T T H C M O K D R G 
L A X A S M U L C Q E K 
K T U I G K E P I H L R 
P A M G U I Y X P K I S 
U N Y L H I L E D L A P 
G N E A Q T H L R C V L 
F L J J K Z Y J A V L S 
E T K G N I D D E W T T 

 
 
 
    ALLIGATOR   NAUGHTY     

    EXPLOSION   PICKY 

    GRANOLA   QUARREL 

    KAYAK    UKULELE 

    LAZY    WEDDING 

    MISCHIEF   ZANY 


